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Valley County Health System Foundation & Auxiliary work to the Enhance  
Quality of Local Healthcare
Foundation                                                                                                                                            
The Valley County Health System Foundation (VCHSF) was 
founded in 1990 with a passionate and visionary board of 
directors. This group sought to develop a community hospital 
that strived toward high-quality healthcare. Today, 30 years 
later, the Foundation continues this mission by seeking, receiving 
and administering donations and gifts for the sole benefit 
of Valley County Health System. On its 30th year of giving, 
VCHSF received one of the largest estate gifts in its history. 

The late Phyllis Malottke, a longtime Ord resident, created a 
legacy that will positively impact lives in Valley County forever. A 
$2.3 million gift to VCHSF following her passing in May 2020 will 
make an immeasurable impact on the organization’s mission to 
enhance and sustain high-quality healthcare in Central Nebraska.

According to Becky Ries, executive director of VCHSF Malottke 
was well known for her generosity among Foundation staff. 
Over the past 20 years, she hadn’t missed an annual donation 
and was always supportive of the organization’s fundraising 
events. Ries said other local organizations have been touched 
by that same generosity, each gift leaving a positive impact 
on the quality-of-life of fellow residents of Valley County.

Of the $2.3 million estate gift designated to VCHSF, the Foundation’s board has elected to place $2.2 million 
into the newly established Phyllis Malottke Endowment Account, an unrestricted endowment managed through 
Valley County Health System Foundation Fund, an affiliated fund of Nebraska Community Foundation.

The Phyllis Malottke Endowment Account will act like a savings account for the future of Valley 
County Health System Foundation. While Malottke’s gift is invested, only a portion of the investment 
earnings are distributed every year, providing a steady stream of revenue that keeps up with 
inflation to fund the purchase of new equipment, projects and programs today, 50 years from now 
and forever. This is especially important to an organization like VCHSF as the healthcare system 
continues to change and evolve and the cost of lifesaving equipment continues to increase.

While Malottke’s generosity has undoubtedly made an impact on VCHSF’s finances, Ries said the 
Foundation’s ability to thrive remains dependent on broad-based community support. 

“Phyllis’s story is a testament to the spirit of giving that is present in the Valley County community and the 
importance of giving back to the place you call home,” said Ries. “We hope Phyllis’s generosity is an 
inspiration for all who care about Valley County and want to make it even better for the next generation.”

Auxiliary                                                                                                                                                                                          
The Valley County Health System Auxiliary works to benefit VCHS. The group meets the first Monday of every 
month at VCHS in Ord, and their primary project is The Second Hand Rose Thrift Store and Boutique.

The Second Hand Rose thrift shop located in downtown Ord is run entirely by volunteers.
Since opening in 2005, the VCHS Auxiliary donated more than $435,000 worth of updated 
equipment and software to VCHS through Second Hand Rose proceeds. 
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When it comes to the health and wellness of our 
patients at Valley County Health System (VCHS), 
sometimes we need to take a closer look! With 
technologies constantly changing and improving 
you will find that the Imaging department at VCHS 
is keeping up with the best. 

A computed tomography (CT) scan uses X-rays 
to make detailed pictures of structures inside 
the human body. A CT scan can be used to 
study any body organ. VCHS offers CT scans 24 
hours 7 days a week! The Valley County Health 
System Foundation (VCHSF) ran a campaign from 
November 2019-July 2020, to raise funds to help 
VCHS with the purchase of a new 64-Slice CT 
Scanner. Valley County Health System Foundation 
generously donated $150,000 to go toward the 
purchase of this equipment. Personal donations, 
as well as funds the VCHSF board designated 
from the gala and golf tournament, accounted 
for $77,950 of this donation. The additional $72,050 
represents payouts from the VCHSF Endowment 
Funds. 

The new CT Scanner allows the VCHS imaging 
department to offer better image detail, 
faster exam times, new services and reduce 
the radiation dose by one third. With the added 
funds the radiology department at VCHS was also 
able to replace their nuclear medicine camera. Nuclear medicine procedures, commonly called “scans,” 
provide information about both the anatomy of the body and the function of an organ. The techniques used 
in nuclear medicine combine the use of computers, detectors and radioactive substances. This new nuclear 
medicine camera, the Siemens Symbia Excel, offers half-time imaging. This is something only the newest Siemens 
equipment can offer! This camera also offers an open design on each side, which is beneficial for those who 
deal with claustrophobia, as well as an increased weight accommodation of 500 pounds. Few Central Nebraska 
hospitals have this nuclear medicine camera, and VCHS is proud to be one of them.

Over the years VCHSF has also donated 
funds for the purchase of a new EKG as well 
as a portable X-ray. The VCHS Auxiliary has 
provided donations for new tools such as 
mammogram capes, MRI stand, Hovermatt 
and so much more. 

The generosity shown by VCHSF and the 
VCHS Auxiliary has directly influenced the 
quality of care VCHS can offer to those we 
serve. With this state-of-the-art equipment, 
the VCHS Imaging department is able to 
capture images that lead to the diagnosis 
of diseases and ailments. That means 
earlier and more effective treatment. 
When it comes to images of the human 
body, we get the picture. When it comes 
to the generosity of others, we are eternally 
grateful.
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Valley County Health System Imaging Department receives donation for 
updated equipment

Pictured: The new 64-Slice CT Scanner at VCHS

Pictured: Abby Burd, CNMT, VCHS Nuc Med Tech with the new Siemens 
Symbia Excel Nuclear Medicine Camera
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In this season of giving, keep your good health!
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The Holiday season brings gatherings, giving and all sorts of delight. While we wish you much 
joy, we also wish you and your loved ones good health. As COVID-19 remains active in our 
community consider how your holiday plans can be modified to keep your friends, family 

and communities safe this holiday season. We ask that you stay vigilant by wearing a mask 
and avoiding the three C’s; crowded places, close contact, and confined spaces. 
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Pictured: Dr. Jennifer Bengston, MD


